
Whitewash Is The^R^port on the Warren Report (Hyattstown, Mi. pp. 224. $4.95); 

Whitewash U: The FBI-Secret Service Coverup (Hyattstown, Md. pp. 250. $4.95); 

Photographic Whitewash: Suppressed Kennedy Assassination Pictures (Hyattstown, 

Md. pp. 296. $4.95); Oswald in New Orleans: Case for Conspiracy with the CIA 

(Canyon, pp. 404. 95^) by Harold Weisberg. Six Seconds in Dallas: A Micro- 

Study of the Kennedy Assassination (Bernard Geis Associates, pp. 323* $8.95) 

by Josiah Thompson. 

Harold Weisberg fs four books are a series of honest and penetrating studies 

of what the Government and its agencies did or did not do, and what the Warren 

Commission might have done had at least one responsible official sufficient in- 

terest or courage. Weisberg writes with intense passion, and his books reflect 

the intensity of a man thirsting for justice with a guardian angel sitting on 

his shoulder. These books are filled with cold, hard fact that destroy any 

illusions one might have about benevolent paternalism in Washington, the mis- 

fit assassin and the ,,magic,, bullet—the 6.5 millimeter bullet that the Com- 

mission says went through Kennedy's neck, Connally's chest, shattering his fifth 

rib, smashing through his wrist, and finally lodging in his thigh—and then, 

fell out of Connally's thigh and wedged itself under the mattress of a stretcher 

in the Parkland Memorial Hospital, where it was later found. Yet, this bullet, 

for all the damage it had done, magically remained almost as fresh as a pristine 

bullet fired into a wad of cotton. According to Weisberg, the Warren Report is 

not only erroneous but intentionally misleading. Weisberg shows that some of 

the witnesses lied, including Marina Oswald, Lee Harvey Oswald's Russian wife, 

who was, in fact, held prisoner by Federal agents for three months without the 

benefit of an attorney. Howard Leslie Brennan, the Commission's star witness. 
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who the Report claims saw Oswald fire the rifle from the sixth floor window of 

the Texas School Book Depository, was unable to circle the correct window in 

which three Negroes were watching the motorcade, and which is directly beneath 

the sixth floor window from which the assassin was supposed to be firing, did 

not identify Oswald in the police lineup, and then admitted to Commission Member 

McCloy that he had not seen the rifle discharge, the recoil or the flash. The 

Report claims Cecil McWatters, the bus driver on whose bus Oswald rode for four 

minutes going back toward the Depository after having walked seven blocks away 

from the Depository, identified Oswald, though McWatters declared that he iden- 

tified a schoolboy, not Oswald. William Whaley, the first Dallas cab driver to be 

killed while on duty since 1937, claimed that Oswald had taken his cab to two 

different locations, though he was unsure which, near his rooming house—actually 

five or more blocks past his rooming house. Whaley identified Oswald as the 
2 

No. $ man in the police lineup, although Oswald was actually the No. 3 man. later 

Whaley declared under oath that he had signed a blank piece of paper for Jack 

Ruby's friend, Assistant DJI. Bill Alexander, before viewing the lineup. Helen 

Markham fingered Oswald as the triggerman in the murder of Police Officer J.D. 

Tippit, but after she listened to herself in a conversation with Mark lane, 

the attorney Oswald's mother hired, on tape, admitted that she lied to the 

Commission. Assistant Counsel Wesley J. Idebeler assured her not to worry about 
4 4 

it because no one was going to give her any trouble# 

Weisberg demonstrates through careful research and analysis that the witnesses 

who would invalidate the Commission's single assassin theory were either not 

called, or were dismissed as unreliable. Only 9^ of the 552 witnesses appeared 

before the Commission. According to Weisberg, "About a sixth of all the hearings 

had as few as a single member of the Commission. Most had but the Commission 
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lawyer, empowered to administer oaths, the stenographer and the witness." 

Some important witnesses, such as David Ferrie, who died of natural causes naked 

in bed with a sheet covering his body, including his head. Col. L. Robert 

Castorr, a close friend of Gen. Walker, Loran Hall, William Seymour, Lawrence 

Howard, and Mrs. R.E. Arnold, who stated that she thought she saw Oswald on the 

first floor of the Depository about 12:15# were not included in the Index of 

the Warren Report, and H.L. Huntfs son, Nelson Bunker Hunt, who uses the alias 

Joseph P. Grinnan in his work with the extreme right wing circles, turns up in 

the testimony but is not mentioned in the Index. Yet, in a classified document 

in the National Archives, the FBI indicates that It interviewed Nelson Bunker— 

who is Nelson Bunker Hunt. Weisberg also points out that the curious and un- 

professional behavior of the Dallas Police was never called into question, and 

Ruby's request to appear before the Commission in Washington—not in Dallas— 

was refused by Earl Warren. Mrs. Sylvia Odio, who was visited by the "False 

Oswald11 gave a description of a "Leon Oswald" that parallels the description 

given by Perry Russo, David Ferrie's former roommate, but Mrs. Odio's testimony 

was rejected on the basis of Dr. Augustin Guitart's diagnosis that she "suffered 

a very serious emotional breakdown," and in the fall of 1963 **was not physically 

well." Dr. Guitart, as Weisberg points out, is neither a physician nor a psychia- 

trist—but is a physics instructor at Xavier University in New Orleans. An eye- 

witness to the Tippit killing, Domingo Benavides, who was twenty-five feet from 

Tippit when the gunman shot him, testified that the gunman was not Oswald, but 

a "Latin type" and had "wavy black hair." Benavides was not taken to the police 

lineup because he was not sure that he could identify the killer—and did not 

appear before the Commission. Benavides was sure, however, that it was not Oswald. 

Further, the Commission did not have complete access to the CIA files as 

the Report claims. Weisberg also points out that Emmett J. Hudson, the grounds- 
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keeper of Dealey Piazza, testified that the three road signs along the right 

side of Elm Street facing the Triple Underpass had been moved, that the hedges 

and shrubbery on the grassy knoll had been tripled, which means that "all 

the projections and points essential to photographic analysis" were destroyed. 

This means that an accurate reconstruction of the crime would be impossible. 

Yet, the Presidential limousine was not used in the Commission's reconstruction 

of the crime, and the car that was used "was not an exact duplication." In fact, 

the seats were not the same height, and Connally's stand-in was not the same 

size as the Governor. Thus trajectories and angles of fire in the recontruction 

are meaningless. Further, even before the members of the Conmission had an 

opportunity to examine the many photographs that were taken at the time of the 

assassination, pictures were returned to their owners without copies being 

retained. This seems to be a curious way for the investigative agencies to 

act if they were serious about conducting an honest investigation. For instance. 

Mary Moorman, a witness to the assassination, whose first picture shows the 

sixth floor window of the Texas School Book Depository, was never called as a 

witness, and the Commission was not interested in her pictures. Other witnesses. 

Mrs. Kuchmore and Orville Nix. took pictures, but their photographs were re- 

turned without copies being kept. Another witness, Robert J. Hughes took 8 mm. 

movies mf at the comer of Main and Houston at the time of the assassination. 

The Hughes film shows no one in the window of the sixth floor of the Depository, 

the window from which Oswald was supposed to be firing. It also shows the Presi- 

dential motorcade at the same time. A single frame from this film appears in the 

evidence as Exhibit 29 with the caption "Picture was taken moments before Assassin- 

ation." Yet. oddly enough, even this single frame is cropped to exclude material, 

and the film itself is not in the Archives nor is it in the Commission evidence. 
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Abraham Zapruder, a Dallas dross manufacturer, was standing on a raised 

concrete abutment on the grassy knoll facing the Depository, taking pictures 

of the Presidential motorcade with an 8 mm. Bell and Howell movie camera. 

Zapruder. unlike any other witness, watched the assassination through a tele- 

photo lens, saw the President get hit. and "grab- his neck. Weisberg astute* 

points out that Zapruder's testimony indicates that his fxlm had been tampered 

with, and that Kennedy had been hit before frame 207. before the President be- 

gan disappearing behind the Stemmons Freeway sign, although any shot before 

frame 210-according to the FHT-could not have come from the Depositor This 

means that Oswald, even if he had been in the sixth floor window of the Deposi- 

tory. could not have fired the first shot. Further. Weisberg points out that 

the Commission used a copy of a copy of the Zapruder film, including blurred 

slides from it. when the original was available from Life who purchased the 

film for $25,000. Recently. Weisberg learned that Zapruder "actually sold the 

right to suppress his film." Weisberg also calls attention to the fact that 

frames 208 to 211 were missing from the evidence, that frame 207 "has a bluish 

alteration." and that frame 212 was spliced. Interestingly, it was the FBI who 

numbered the frames. In the evidence Zapruder frames 314 and 315 were reversed 

so that Kennedy's head moves forward instead of backward, giving the impression 

that he had been hit from behind. Hoover casually explained it as a printing 

error • k 

Unlike the members of the Commission who were busy men without adequate 

time to devote to the assassination, Weisberg employs all 26 volumes of the 

testimony and evidence, though he complains, and rightly so. about things 

like Marina Oswald's nail file being entered as evidence. Weisberg has also 

studied many of the formerly classified documents in the National Archives 

I 
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that he pressured the government into releasing. The testimony and evidence 

the Warren Commission published is quantitatively tremendous, poorly organized, 

and complex, so that Weisberg's books ought to be studied rather than merely 

read. They must, however, be read in their order of composition because Weis- 

berg, especially in Oswald in New Orleans (with a Foreward by Jim Garrison), 

assumes the reader already knows what pains the FBI and the Secret Service— 

not to mention the CIA—have taken to coverup the greatest scandal in the his- 

tory of the United States. When Weisberg tells the detailed story of Oswald 

and the "False Oswald" in New Orleans, it is the inside story of an intricate 

web of associations linked closely with the CIA, from Gordon Novel to Clay 

Shaw, David Ferrie, Ricardo Davis, Sergio Arcacha Smith, Carlos Bringuier, 

Kerry Thomley, Dean Andrews, and back again to Guy Bannister, a former FBI 

agent, who, like so many others linked to the assassination, died in June, 

1964, of a heart attack. It is also in part a stoiy of Garrison's investi- 

gation, headed by the quiet and mild mannered Chief Investigator, Louis Ivon, 

heading 
whose excellent work on the assassination—aside from normal 

investigations of the office—has largely gone unsung because he avoids 

publicity. In fact, after Chief Investigator Ray Beck left the D.A.'s office, 

Louis Ivon became Chief Investigator for the Orleans Parish D.A.*s office in 

December, 1966, before William H. Gurvich, Secretary and Treasurer of his 

brother's detective agency and night watchman service, volunteered his sophisti- 

cated photographic equipment to Garrison, and made his unsuccessful bid for 

the Chief Investigator's position. Among other things, Weisberg points out that 

Arcacha fs Cuban Revolutionary Council, which has its office in the same building 

as Bannister's detective agency, was located at 544 Camp Street. This is the 

first address that Oswald had stamped on his "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" 
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leaflets. Bannister and Arcacha, a former Batista diplomat, were old friends. 

When Arcacha. Ferrie. and Gordon Kovel aledgedly burglarized the munitions 

bunker in Houma. Louisiana, they stored the stolen munitions in Bannister’s 

office. Ironically. Arcacha. who has been charged with a bill of information, 

is under the protection of the Dallas Police and Jack Ruby’s old friend. 

Assistant DJI. Bill Alexander. Kerry Thomley. a fomer marine buddy of Os- 

wald’s, who has been indicted on three counts of perjury, was one of the only 

two men who claimed Oswald was a communist. The other. Carlos Bringuier. a 

Cuban attorney, debated Oswald on WDSU. Yet. there is nothing to prove that 

Oswald was a communist, or even a Marxist. Weisberg points out that Seth Kantor 

a long time UPI reporter, noted that Oswald claimed, "I'm just a patsy," and 

George Mailer, a member of the Russian community in Dallas, told the Dallas 

police that the FBI told him that Oswald was all right. Assistant Counsel 

Wesley J. Iiebeler. questioning Oswald’s marine buddy. Nelson Delgado, inad- 

vertently made the point that the novel. Animal farm, a book that Oswald was 

particularly fond of recommending, was anti-Communist. 

There is so much in Weisberg's books that is based on fact, not speculation, 

that is based on clear sighted analysis, that the only way Washington can 

tolerate him is to ignore him. and to hope, by applying pressure in the right 

places, that everyone else will do the same—which may well be one of 

why Weisberg had to publish three of these books himself, and why all of the 

books ar© difficult to find* 

After studying Weisberg’s intense and passionate work. Josiah Thompson’s 

Six Seconds in Dallas is enough to make an honest man laugh. It is not a "new 

study." It is not based on "new evidence." There is nothing original in this 

work, except, perhaps, a few errors, deliberate distortions and outrageous 

falsifications—as well as the quiet way in which he does his best to ignore 
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Wetsberg—for example, to footnotes sources baaed on Vaisberg's work instead 

of citing Weisberg-that loaves one with the impression that Thompson is 

attempting to salvage Oswald's guilt out of the shipwrecked Warren Co-dssion 

by admitting a conspiracy and including Oswald in it. His chapter. "Answered 

.to Unanswered Questions" stocks of the Warren Renojl>s "Speculations and 

Humors." Thompson remarks that the hole in Kennedy's throat as described by 

Dr. haled. Pony, a Parkland Hospital physician, was "between 3 and 5 milli- 

meters in diameter." He then assies that the bullet hole as an exit-though 

Perry described it as an entrance wound—was too small for a 6.5 millimeter, 

but Thompson's assumption is that the throat wouto must be the result of a 

6.5 millimeter bullet, and not a smaller bullet. Thus, he reasons that tho 

throat wouto is the result of a bone fragment from the head shot that tore 

through the President's brain .to exited through the throat, through his shirt 

and finally his tie. let. Thompson admits the bullet found on the stretcher in 

the Parkland Hospital appears to be a plant. As a totter of fact, we don't know 

that a 6.5 millimeter bullet hit the President at all. except for a rifle that 

had to be repaired .with a scop, that had „otttSVoperly aligned, which the 

rv,n„ Police Department found in the took Depository on the sixth floor. 

Thompson is assuming that all the assassin's used the same caliber weapon. 

Bernard Oeis. the publisher, asks the reader to accept the sketches of 

the Zapruder film instead of the film itself. As a matter of fact the sketches 

are not accurate. Thompson proposes that the first shot was . dud. a round that 

misfired, and that it hit Kennedy in the back. He assumes, of course, that 

c-ia fired the first shot from the sixth floor window of the took Depository. 

There is. however, absolutely nothing to indicate that Kennedy has been hit in 

the back on tho first shot. Weisberg pointed out that Zaprudor who was facing the 
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Book Depository reported that the assassin fired from behind him—from the 

grassy knoll. Further, all the evidence indicates that Kennedy is "grabbing11 

his neck as Zapruder, who was watching the President through a telephoto lens, 

stated, and that Kennedy is moving backward, not forward. V/eisberg explains 

this very clearly in Whitewash U. Yet, there is other evidence. While Zapruder 

was taking a movie, Philip L. Willis, a former Air Force major, was taking 

still shots. A moment after Kennedy was hit with the first shot, Willis took a 

picture. Both Willis and Zapruder are in each other's pictures with Kennedy 

between them. Willis testified that the first shot caused him "to squeeze the 

camera shutter" as the President was hit, "so instantaenous, in fact, that the 

crowd hadn't time to react." Weisberg points out that in the Willis picture 

Secret Service Agent Clint Hill's shoulder is almost in the center, and that 

if one carefully examines Zapruder frame 202, one will find "Clint Hill's 

shoulder is in it, and in the right place, on the line between Zapruder and 

Willis." Consequently, the moment of the first shot can be calculated by the 

line between Zapruder and Willis, which means that Kennedy was hit prior to 

frame 202. Weisberg remarks that Zapruder testified, "'I heard the first shot 

and saw the President lean over and grab himself . . .' Zapruder could not have 

seen the President grab his neck while the sign was between them." Both Thompson 

and the Commission held that Kennedy had been hit while he was behind tho sign, 

and after frame 210—so that the first shot could have come from the sixth floor 

window of the Depository. Further, if one plots the bullet mark on the Main Street 

curb, known as the "Tague shot" because James Tague was wounded in the cheek, 

and the four inch scar, a half inch wide, made in the sidewalk, known as the 

"Aldrodge miss," since Eugene Aldredge complained to the FBI that he disagreed 

with the Commission on the single assassin theory, even on Thompson's chart 
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(which misplaces the Tague shot) one can easily see the impossibility of his 

theory. Thompson's explanation of the Tague shot requires a high pop-up bullet 

that at the end of its trajectory has sufficient energy to hit the curb with 

the force necessary to spray concrete and wound a man-after it hit Kennedy 

in the head—which makes it sound like another magic bullet. With Aldredge, 

Thompson requires an abrupt new trajectory at a right angle after d g 

great deal of damage inside Connally-^here the bullet still has enough force 

to gouge concrete for four inches. The most spectacular discoveries in Six 

Seconds, however, are not Thompson's discoveries at all. He says (p. 9). without 

a footnote, that on the Ufo blowups he saw "enough evidence to prove that 

Connally had " been hit at frame 237-8 without crediting this discovery to 

Raymond Marcus who noticed this in the spring, 1965. although he later admits 

(p. 71) that Marcus "first discovered the shoulder collapse in the spring of 

1965" (p. 81. n. 7). Weisberg discovered the double-hit-head shot in April, 

1966, not in the autumn of 1966 as Thompson's footnote (p. 112. n. 2).proclaims. 

There are a host of other errors. It was not Salandria who "discovered the 

Commission's account of the assassination was fraught with misrepresentation" 

(viii), it was Harold Weisberg. Thompson erroneously claims that Dallas patrol- 

man Hargis is "dismounting" from his motorcycle in the photograph taken by 

Wilma Bond, a witness to the assassination, who is not mentioned a single time 

in the hearings, and whose picture was not entered into the evidence. It is not 

Hargis, it is motorcycle patrolman Jackson, iOXIM who is not "dis- 

mounting," as even a casual glance at the photograph will show. Thompson claims 

that, aside from the photographers Robert Jackson and Malcolm Couch, neither of 

whom saw the rifle being fired, "four witnesses declared in sworn affadavit or 

testimony that they saw the rifle being fired from the despositoiy." As a matter 

of fact, no one saw a rifle being fired, not even Brennan, the Commission's star 
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witness* The testimony of* the other three witnesses Thompson cites is interes- 

ting* Mrs* C* Walther saw two men, one of whom had a rifle, "on either the 

fourth or fifth floor." James Worrell "saw a man run out the back of the 

depository shortly after the shooting," but the man ,lwas wearing a sport or 

suit KSH± jacket, possible brown*" Amos Euins, who identified the rifle as a 

kind of "pipe", told Sergeant Harkness of the Dallas Police that the man he had 

seen was a Negro* More serious, however, Thompson cites Dr* Robert McClelland, 

one of the Parkland physicians, in support of his theory, but editorially ex- 

cludes the statement that the "cause of£Kennedyfs"] death was due to massive 

head and brain injury from a gunshot wound of the left temple" [6H30], because 

this statement destroys Thompson's theory. Thompson, like the FEE, crops pictures, 

cutting off relevant material which does not suit kirn his argument* The most 

salient instance—there are several—is the use of the cropped version of 

Associated Press newj photographer, James W. Altgens, though Weisberg had 

printed it in Whitewash U* The uncropped picture shows the exact position of 

Kennedy's car at the moment of the first shot* There is a man standing in the 

doorway of the School Book Depository in this picture, an enlargement of which 

bears a striking resemblance to Oswald—or Billy Love lady, a co-worker at the 

depository. Because of the saijidow's, not to mention the background, the FBI 

should have taken, and probably would have if it were interested, a photograph 
1 ^ 

of Billy Lovelady in the doorway at the same time of day* Admittedly, except 

for the chin, the face appears to be Lovelady's; but the shirt the man in the 

doorway is wearing is not the one Lovelady calimed to be wearing—a broad striped 

red and white shirt, buttoned near the neck—nor is it the one in which the FBI 

photographed him wearing—a broad striped red and white shirt, buttoned near the 

neck* Thompson crops the enlargement and the mug shots of Oswald and Lovelady 
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so that the shirts cannot be compared. The man in the doorway is clearly 

wearing Oswald's shirt, unbuttoned to the chest. Whether or not Oswald is 

wearing his own shirt is another matter. But not to include those shirts is 

in point of fact dishonest. The only virtue of Six Seconds in Dallas is 

Dr. Wecht's "Critique of President Kennedyfs Autopsy," a subject which Weis- 

berg had already discussed in Whitewash I and U. V/echt indicates that Hume, 

Boswell, and Finck were unqualified to do the autppsy, and that the X-rays 

may reveal a bullet still in John F. Kennedy's body. 

In the last analysis Weisberg's books represent step by step a lucid but 

complex account of the character of the invisible government, where peace means 

war and loyalty to a government agency is more important than loyalty to one's 

nation, where rule by fear must necessarily destroy any semblance of freedom. 

Perhaps the "company man" had moved into government—where even Congressmen 

give up their right to be wrong—the right of every man to knowledge. There is 

no question that we need an intelligence agency, but there is a real question 

whether or not we need the Central Intelligence Agency in its present form, 

which allows a nation to thrive on the illusion of freedom. 

? 
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Whitewash Ii JJai i*2S& M ^CXSL Report (tyattstem,, M. pp« 224, $4,95); 

Whitewash H: The FHI-Sesret- Segyloe C^varuo (Hyattstwn, Md, pp, 250. $4,95); 

Fhotograchig -Whitewash? S^goreaaed M^TS^^r, Aggaaa3natlcn Pictures (Hyatt at own, 

la. pp. 296. $4.95); Pays Id jya Orleans: Cgsg. £$r Conspiracy with the CIA 

(Canyon, pp. 404. 95#) by Harold Weisberg. SJ& Seconds Jfi Dallas: A Micro- 

Study o£ th9 Kennedy Assassination (Bernard Gels Associates, pp. 323. $8.95) 

by Joslah Thompson* 

Harold Weisberg's four books are a series of honest and penetrating studies 

of what the Government and its agencies did or did not do, and what the Warren 

Commission might have done had at least one responsible official sufficient in- 

terest or courage. Weisberg writes with Intense passion, and hi* books reflect 

the intensity of a man thirsting for Justice with a guardian angel sitting on 

his shoulder. These books are filled with cold, hard fact that destroy any 

illusions one might have about benevolent paternalism in Washington, the mis- 

fit assassin and the "maglott bullet-—the 6.5 vUlimetor bullet that the Com- 

mission says went through Kennedy's neck, Connelly's chest, shattering his fifth 

rib, smashing through his wrist, and finally lodging in his thigh—and then, 

fell out of Connelly's thigh and wedged itself under the mattress of a stretcher 

in the Parkland Memorial Hospital, where it was later found. Yet, this, bullet, 

for all the damage it had done, magically remained almost as fresh as a pristine 

bullet fired into a wad of cotton. Aooording to Weisberg, the Warren Report is 

not only erroneous but intentionally misleading. Weisberg shews that some of 

the witness** lied, including Marin®, Oswald, LH Harvey Oswald1 s Russian wife, 

who was, in fact, held prisoner by Federal agents for three months without the 

benefit of an attorney. Howard Leslie town, the Ccaaission1* star witness. 
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lawyer, empowered to administer oaths, the stenographer and the witness." 

3ciua important. witnesses, such *« David Ferrie, who died of natural causoa naked 

In bed with & jheet ccverirg bis 5>>SMSyJ l*jolud.-oig his head., Cole L, Robort 

Castorr, a close fjclsnd of Gan, Walker Isran Hall, William Seymour. Lawronce 

Howard, and Mrs, iLE, Arnold, who stated that she thought she saw Oswald on the 

first floor of the Depository about 12:15, were not included in the Index of 

the Warron Report, and HoL, Hunt's son. Nelson Bunker Hunt, who uses the alia-' 

Joseph P, Crinn&n in his work with the extreme right wing circles, turns up in 

Che testimony bat is net menti.cn<s»d in the Index, let, in a classified document 

in the National Archives, the FBI indicates tlmt it intervitwed Nelson Bunker— 

who is Nelson Burucer Hunt, Weisbsrg a'lao points «st that the curious and un- 

professional behavior of the Da.13j.jf Police was never called into question, and 

Ruby's request to appear before the Csnsaissicr. in Washingtosj=-not In Dallas— 

WAS refused by lari Warren., Mrs, Sylvie. Odiffl, who was visited by the "False 

Oswald" gave a description of a “Is*® Oswald*11 that parallels ths description 

giv«n by Perry Russo, David Ferine ''a former roeorasiie, but Mrs, Odio’s testimony 

was rejected on the basis of Dr, Augustin Guitar*'a diagnosis that she "suffered 

a very serious entotional breakdown," and in the fall of 1963 "was not physically 

wello" Dr. Guitar*, as Waiaberg points out, is a physician nor a peychia- 

trist—hut is a physics instructor at lavier University in New Orleans, An eye- 

witness to the Tippit killing, X&vEteng'Z Beaavlde*who was twenty-five feet from 

Tippit when the gunman shot hira0 testified that the gunman was not Oswald, but 

a MI*ti» type*5 *nd had ‘'wavy black heir," Bmmtvides was not taken to the police 

lineup because he was not sure that he could identify the kUler--*md did not 

appear before the Csaaaivsicn- Benavides WAS sure-, however, that it was not Oswald 

Further, the Camia*!©® did mot have eswplete access to the CIA files as 

the Rencrt claimiu Wsisbsrg alee peiata out that Brarttt Hudson, the grounds- 



keeper Of Doaloy Plazsa, testified that the throe road signs aloof* the rigid 

side of Sin Btreet facing the Triple Underpass had been moved, that the hoi.-r. 

and shrubbed on the grassy knoll had been trlmed. which means that "all 

the projections and points essential to photographic analysis- were destroyed. 

This means that an accurate reconstruction of the crime would be impossible. 

Yet, t'e ('residential limousine was not used in the Commission's reconstruction 

of the crime, and the car that was used "was not an exact duplication." In fact 

the seats were not the same height, and Connally's stand-in was not the same 

si*o as the Governor. Thus trajectories and angles of fire in the recontructic, 

are meaningless. Further, even before the members of the Contusion had an 

opportunity to examine the many photographs that were taken at the time of 

assassination, pictures were returned to their owners without copies being 

retained. This seems to bo a curious way for the investigative agencies to 

act if they were serious about conducting an honest investigation. For inn-tan . 

iiary Moorman, a witness to the assassination, whose first picture shews the 

sixth floor window of the Texas School Book Depository, was never called as. a 

witness, and the Commission was not interested in her pictures. Other witnesses. 

Krs. Kuchmoro and Orville Nix. took pictures, but their photographs were re- 

turned without copies being kept. Another witness, Robert u. *■' 

movies at the comer of Main and Houston at the time of the assassination. 

The Hughes film shows np one in the window of the sixth floor o. t.ie I/-, o , 

tho window from which Oswald was supposed to be firing. It also shows the Mr--„ 

dential motorcade at the same time. A single frame from this film appears in - 

evidence as Exhibit 29 with the caption "Picture was taken moments bofor- -V". 

ation." Yet. oddly enough, even this single frame is cropped to exclude matc-u*' 

and the film itself is not in the Archives ncr is it in the Commission *«,>- ; ' 



' 
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Vbrahaw Zapruder, a Dallas dross manufacturer, was standing on a raU< • 

,!.o abutment on tho grassy knoll facing the Depository; takun~, pint" 

of the Presidential motorcade with an 8 mm. Boll and Howoll movxo camera. 

Zanrulor, unliko any other witness, watched the assassination through n ko.e 

•v.nto Ions, saw the President pot hit, and "crab" his nock. Weisborg astu •1, 

points out that Zapruder's testimony indicates that his film had •”'->n turn r 

with, and that Kennedy had been hit before frame 20?. before the President. : 

ran disappearing behind tho Stemmons Freeway sign, although any shot bcfoV" 

f-vn 210—according to the FBI—could not have come from tho Depository. 

ri '-in3 that Oswalt, even if he had been in tho sixth floor window of tho Bo 

tory. could not have fired the first shot. Further, Weisberg points out Hint 

the Commission used a copy of a copy of the Zaprudor film, including blurred 

slides from it, when the original was available from Life who purcliased tno 

filta for $25,000. Recently, Weisberg learned that Zapruder "actually sold tho 

right to suppross his film." 'Weisberg also calls attention to tho fact tint, 

frames 208 to 211 were missing from the evidence, that frame ?07 "has a blul .n 

alteration," and that frame 212 was spliced. Interestingly, it. was the FBI w.j- 

numbered the frames. In the evidence Zapruder frames 311 and 815 were revnr 

so that Kennedy's head moves forward instead of backward, giving the imr.ro" 

that he had been hit from behind. Hoover casually explained it as a prin- ;.r» 

Unliko the monbers of the Commission who were busy men without adequate 

time to devote to the assassination, Weisberg employs all 26 volumes of th' 

testimony and evidence, though ho complains, and rightly so, about things 

liko Farina Oswald's nail file being entered as evidonce. Weisberg han >'■ > 

studied many of the fcraorly classified documents in the National Arch:.- 

• * 'W 
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rv. xjr~i tho ^ovor*: ont into releasing The testier:.;/ rv. • ... 

* •> ;.u:. * t si vubli.' >.j in qUAhtit.. 

•* 10. c!iat. ■ •ei..h books mtrht to bo r:.;;. >• ~r *■•••■ . 

ni: ., .'O. v'jVf bi* r*\vi in their oV.er o* c. •. 

bJ.Li/: ll Sw 0>i;sr (irith a Fo . ^ ' 

-ho r •:• *».-t already knows what pains th* Fit the .* ■ ,*r\: — 

. ;d^n cJi iv- ?o tak?n to !’.*•«> t ' o* ‘ 

♦ tiiii • 1 Gtatos. whon -VoInborn tolls tho tliduiloi sLoi^- ~f 

f o- t .»? ’Vais© Oswald11 in few Orleans, it is tho inside story or a*» -»*t • , 

»: t *: oclxtioi.o linked clcrcvly with the CIA, frw* Gord e. do*. ♦ •*, 

— F«rvU. -licarco ibvis, Jerflio Areacba d.;.‘ S.# hrl y ,5 r 

’• 4 Ai'vlrevra, and Ivick nrain to Gtjy Jv/nnt-. % . f »v«r k •/ 
/ 

* *»• li<r Jo many others linked to the ass.\as±;yition* !v-o i :> rw . 

. l* J heart i .tack. It is also in part a story of Garrison’s .Lnvostf- 

' '<n» h ^dod by the quiet and mild rannored Chief Irr/jV * ^ r-f -u, j-o. 

I read i*; ; 
' Lie-1 work on tho assassination—aside frc*r . ~}w K .. , \ . 

' of Hm office—has largely rone unsuur .‘C;.e.:o • . 

1 ’ • , after Chief Investigator day L'*octl: Loft fch* i, • . ' , 

M • ’ •ar? Cbi*f X?w: id.lyai.or for the brlo^.T *•.-i.-.] J. ' , . ; , 

, I • \r?< H, lurvich- SorroLav i»} 'iV^a n 

• ^i.oct i •- *• r ;*??i cy an: n i»dvt watchman service* volurfc* . • : 

*.!?!i’ *:- . {.. G »rrisn». ai;d 4h • «;?• ~i•.■ • . o, * 

:.*r *v~i -it <? p-os.ltlor:• Anon^ other trinrs, ». .» 

. •'Inn If ^ol* tiornry Council, vhieh his it*? off-lr- ir V 

♦ -*1 cS. r.yetWe /. was locat.-M at 5^^ e*n«p 6: 

tiv- I 1 uinnyed on hi3 nrai7- f Uy far ■«<•. * 

. - ... 

I 



loti; . "innister and Arcacha, a former Batista diplomat, were old fri, u 

Arrack. Forrie, and Gordon Novel alodgedly burglarized tho munitions 

bunker in Houma. Louisiana, they stored the stolen munitions in Bannister1 

office. Ironically, Arcacha. who has been charGed vrith a bill of information, 

is under the protection of tho Dallas Police and Jack Ruby's old friend. 

Assistant D*A. Dill Alexander. Kerry Thomley, a former marine buddy of 0 

vald's, who has been indicted on three counts of Perjury. was one of the onl.v 

two men who claimed Oswald was a communist. The other. Carlos Drinker, a 

Cuban attorney, debated Oswald on WDSU. Yet, there is nothing to prove that 

Oswald was a communist, or even a Mawcist. Weisberg points out that Seth i *w.« 

a long time UPI reporter, noted that Oswald claimed, "I'm just a patsy." an-! 

George Keller, a membor of the Russian community in Dallas, told the Dallas 

police that the FEU told him that Oswald was ail right. Assistant Counsel 

Wesley J. Uebeler, questioning Oswald's marine buddy, Nelson Delgado, ina.- 

vertently made the point that the novel. Animal Farm, a book that Oswalu wic 

particularly fond of recommending, was anti-Communist. 

There is so much in Weisberg's books Hat is based on fact, not speculation, 

that is based on clear sighted analysis, that the only way Washington can 

tolerate him is to ignore him. and to hope, by applying pressure in the ri.-ht 

placer, that everyone else will do the same-which may well be one of tlie rotr.o:-' 

why Weisberg hodHto publish three of these books himself, and why all c V 

books nro difficult to find. 

After studying Weisberg's intense and passionate work, Josiah Thon-s.-,, 

Siy: seconds in Dallas is enough to make an honest man laugh. It is not a 't 

scudy." It is not based on "new evidence." There is nothing original in t’>- 

work, cxcqpt, perhaps, a few errors, deliberate distortions and outrageous 

falsifications—as well as the quiet way in which he does his best to ignor, 
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..for h. lb—U. .ourc.. *s.a »«"’ 

* eltlnr d.ioborg~that loaves on, with th. iS 

„s to salvage Oswald*. out of th. 

* ^ - *->—« °-“ * “• “* °h,Pter' " 

a* Onanswarad «—W — - «» S-***®*'1 « 

a„,ors.*' Thompson «— tb* th. Kola in b—X- throat ~ " T 

Dn. laicals, Parry. . M0-* «-!*« “*3 "b<'t“e<”’ 3 ,‘- 

„t.„ in «_*-.■ H. «-—« *■ ho1- *s an ““ 

r<w daaerit* it an - ~ —— *" ^ “ W 

tat Thompson* s assumption is that tho throat wouni “ot ^ lh<> ° 

ballot. and not a samUar b^lat. Thus, ha raasans that tho 

throat wound is tha rasult of a bona fragment fro. tha haad shat that taro 

through tha Pra.idanfa brain and anitad through tho throat, through hi. star.. 

A -? + c +V\A bullet found on the stretcher in 
and finally his tia. Tot. Thompson admits tna 

tha Parkland Hospital appaars ta b. a plant. As a -attar of foot, wa dan t - -' 

that a 6.5 lllimatar buUat hit tha Prasidant at aU. «aapt for a rifle » 

had to bo repaired.with a soopa tlat had ‘ “» 

fulla. Polio. Dopartmant found in tha Book Dapository an tha sixth floor. 
^ . ,, ., A ftssagsin's used the same caliber weapon. 

Thompson is assuming that all the assassin 

Bervmrd Cals. th. puhUshar. asks tha r~der ta acoapt tha skatchos af 

tha gapruder filmed of tho film itaalf. As a matter of fact th. skato, , 

aro not acourato. Thomson proposas that tha first shat was a d-. * round tbot 

ml3f*red. and that it hit Kennedy in th. back. H. assu»as, of aoursa. ‘tat 

O^ld flrod tha first shat fro. tho sixth floor wiodow of tho Book *1™. 

Th.,0 in. howavor. absolutaly nothing ta lndicata that Aannody has b-   * ' 

th, hook an tha firat shat. W.iabarg points out that laprudor who was f.obv the back on 



. ook repository roported that tho assassin fired from bohind ’1 •* 

. < • knoll. Further, all tho evidence indicates t'nat Kennedy is 'V1"11' *■ 

ter. nock as Zapruder. who was watching the President through a telephoto ’ - 

stated« and that Kennedy is moving backward, not forward. Welsborg explains 

this very clearly in Whitewash II. Yet, there is other evidence. While Z-- 

was taking a movie, Philip L. Willis, a former Air Force major, was talcin' 

still shots. A moment after Kennedy was hit with the first shot, Willis took r. 

picture, doth Willis and Zapruder are in each other's pictures with Kennedy 

between them. Willis testified that the first shot caused him "to squeeze the 

camera shutter" as the President was hit, "so instantaonous, in fact, that «v 

crowd hadn't time to react." Weisberg points out that in the Willis picture 

■iecrot Service Agent Clint Hill's shoulder is almost in the center, and that 

if one carefully examines Zapruder frame 202, one will find "Clint Hill's 

shoulder is in it. and in the right place, on the line between Zapruder ard 

Willis." Consequently, the moment of the first shot can be calculated by ta.> 

line between Zapruder and Willis, which moans that Kennedy was hit prior to 

frame 202. Weisborg remarks that Zapruder testified, '"I heard tho first shot 

and saw the President lean over and grab himself . . .' Zaprudor coulrl no, ■ - 

soon the President grab his neck while the sign was between them." doth T).o.:’ 

and the Commission held that Kennedy had boon hit while ho was behind tho -i-. 

and after frame 210--SO' that the first shot could have come from the sixth >c 

window of the Depository. Further, if one plots the bullet mark on the feain 

curb, teoun as the "Tague shot" because James Tague was wounded in tho cheek, 

and the four inch scar, a half inch wide, made in the sidewalk, known as th" 

"Aidrodge miss," since Eugene Aldredge complained to the FBI that ho disagr 

with the Commission on the single assassin theory, even on Thompson's chart 



(which ndsplacos tho Tague shot) one can easily seo the iapossioility of r.ic 

ti.oory. Thompson's explanation of tho Tagus shot requires a high pop-up bullet 

that at the end of its trajectory has sufficient energy to hit the curb with 

the force necessary to spray concrete and wound a man-after it hit Kennedy 

in the head—which makes it sound like another magic bullet. With Aid rod go, 

Thompson roquiros an abrupt new trajectory at a right angle-after doing a 

great deal of damage inside Carnally—where the bullet still has enough force 

to gouge concrete for four inches. The most spectacular discoveries in Six 

■seconds, however, are not Thompson's discoveries at all. He says (p. 9). 

a footnote, that on the Life blowups he saw "enough evidence to prove that 

Connally had « been hit at frame 237-8 without crediting this discovery to 

Raymond Marcus who noticed this in the spring, 1965, although he later admit* 

(p. 71) that Marcus "first discovered the shoulder collapse in the spring ot 

1965" (p. 81, ru 7). Woisberg discovered the double-hit-head shot in April. 

1966. not in tho autumn of 1966 as Thompson's footnote (p. 112. n. ?).pro'. 

There are a host of other errors. It was not Salandria who "discovered the 

Commission's account of the assassination was fraught with misrepresentation" 

(viii), it was Harold Weisberg. Thompson erroneously claims that Dallas patre,• 

man Hargis is "dismounting" from his motorcycle in the photograph taken by 

Wilma Bond, a witness to the assassination, who is not mentioned a single t.bv 

in the hearings, and vfhose picture was not entered into the evidence. It is not 

Hargis, it is motorcycle patrolman Jackson0 *&&$£**. MMJM who is not "dis- 

mounting," as even a casual glance at the photograph will show. Thompson claims 

that, aside from the photographers Robert Jackson and Malcolm Couch, neither of 

whom saw tho rifle being fired, "four witnesses declared in sworn affadavit 

testimony that they saw the rifle being fired from the despository." As a 

of fact, no ono saw a rifle being fired, not even Brennan, the Commission's 



witness, l’ho testimony of tho other three witnesses Thompson cites is inter*.- 

tinir. Mrs. C. Walther saw two men, one of whom had a rifle, "on oithor tho 

fourth or fifth floor." James Worrell "saw a man run out tho back of the 

depository shortly after the shooting," but the man "was wearing a sport or 

suit E«H± jacket, possible brown." Amos Euins, who identified the rifle as a 

kind of "pipe", told Sergeant Harknoss of the Dallas Police that the man he had 

seen was a Negro. More serious, however, Thompson cites Dr. Robert McClelland, 

one of the Parkland physicians, in support of his theory, but editorially ex- 

cludes the statement that the "cause of [[Kennedy’s]] death was due to massive 

head and brain injury from a gunshot wound of the left temple" [6H30], because 

this statement destroys Thompson’s theory. Thompson, like the FBI, crops pictures 

cutting off relevant material which does not suit kba his argument.. The most 

salient instance—there are several-**i6 the us a of the cropped version of 

Associated Press new* photographer, James W. Altgens, though Woisborg had 

printed it in Whltowash II. The uncropped picture shows the exact position of 

aennedy's car at the moment of the first shot„ There is a man standing in tho 

doorway of the School Book Depository in this picture, an enlargement of which 

bears a striking resemblance to Oswald—or Billy Lovelady, a co-worker at the 

Depository. Because of the sa^ows, not to mention the background, the FBI 

should have taken, and probably would have if it wore interested, a photograph 

of Billy Lovelady in* the- doorway at the same time of day. Admittedly, excent 

for the chin, the face appears to be Lovelady’s; but the shirt the man in the 

doerway is wearing is not the one Lovelady caliraed to be wearing—a brood 

rod and white shirt, buttoned near the neck—nor is it the one in which tho FBI 

photographed him wearing—a broad striped red and white shirt, buttoned near i.i... 

neck. Thompson crops the enlargement and the mug shots of Oswald and lovol.<W 



-n. 

12 

so that tho shirts cannot bo compared# The man in the doorway is clearly 

•wearing Oswald's shirt, unbuttoned to the ches'i* Whether or not Oswald iG 

wearing his own shirt is another matter# But not to include those shirts is 

in point of fact dishonest# The only virtue of Six Seconds in Dallas is 

Dr. Wecht's "Critique of President Kennedy's Autopsy,11 a subject which Weis- 

berg had already discussed in Whitewash I and U# V/echt indicates that Humo, 

Boswell, and Finck wore unqualified to do the autppsy, and that the X-rays 

may rovoal a bullet still in John F# Kennedy's body# 

In tho last analysis Weisberg's books represent step by step a lucid b. ^ 

complex account of the character of the invisible government, where peace moans 

war and loyalty to a government agency is more important than loyalty to onors 

nation, where rule by fear must necessarily destroy any semblance of freedom# 

Perhaps the "company man" had moved into government—where even Congressmen 

give up their right to be wrong—the right of every man to knowledge. There is 

no question that we need an intelligence agency, but thoro is a real question 

whether or not we need the Central Intelligence Agency in its present form, 

which allows a nation to thrive on the illusion of freedom. 

i 
J 
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I Just got back—About 12 hours ago—(it Is actual .y 1 *>. 

. •:h) from Chicago. My folks took four of tha kids for tha summer or * ?*•" 

of th* sumer. So I as hack, and start taachln* again In Sevan hours- 

1'* fairly certain that I oan find a place for you to stay for not <* 

not tela week—that is, tha week baginning 1 July. I taach flaa daya a 

during tha sonar, from 8 to 10;40 AM. tha rast of ay tin# Is spent nere L. 

the snartment, writing and working, ate. Hr thoughts are not at all -. .ear 

i*. all. IV* had tha flu, and still hara it—I’m sort of played out, **•*•* 

If you car. wait for another weak. I’m sura that I can gat you a place, 3.- 

tomorrow morning. I oan ask a number of people ■ up at Loy-ola if they can 

.►1 yr» a place. If that isn’t okay, than I’ll Just keep hunting aruur.d. 1. 

I fl-.d something. 

God, yest I am in tha Warren Corned salon. I knew. I read tha testimony 

>.b Blearenu. No one called on me. No one asked me to corroborate his t«»U 

and tna terrible thing about it is that Blenvenu'a testimony locks as Xi fc* 

: ‘.ayad a lore with m*. Ha failed to mention that ay wife and fire kids we.-s 

-t-s spv.-^ment: further, part of that testimony is perjured; if you mat & 1 

bn.er.venu—a great guy, no doubt—you’d know ha was homosexual within three 

The nnly t.-3rif y* sgreed on was that the ass Is attractive, l/.’ * 

rilugrtsd on genres. But ha did tall Rochalla Bstrin, who told me, that he 

. . . _-.y ^ .< the queer hars In New Orleans. I got a kick 

- t-.e !r«jeeo a:, opt erf his denial. No worrier they weren’t able to a 

. • ..'F, I’*, surprised they didn't accept Ruby’s word be didn’t shoe* 

"’.n oe’ual brought that to my attention, and I talked to Lmi* * 
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At Any rata, Z m tlolcad off no 

Because I gATO LO OtatOMMltS bOOAl 

•boat it* (As I mentioned MM place tli»: 
» 

I wasn't aibd.) 
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I want to thank you for tbo oorrootions on tho review. What I wrote * / 

your books I sincerely believe. I bars not trlod to flatter you; you are thus 

far about tho only honest writer on tho subject. (Which Is precisely why */»•••; 

one is really trying to shat you oat*)fbo review, by tho way, nos only supp.s- 

to bo 3 or A pages long: V Chaltuan, Tan Preston, was really thrilled with 

review—with A draft—uni node suggestion* (for o laritie* sako) so that I ’ 
* ^ o' • 4 - i 

'to longthon.it* It wi About 8 page* wbon ho road it* But it liked tho h«il 

of it, and thinks that it shoild cause A littlo bit of A stir* I hopo so. Wi •*-> 

tho editors hand it back to no with wbatoror oorrootions thoy any have, I* 11 

change tho addross and aako tho otfcor oorrootions* But it was lots of fun 

writing, and I hopo aero people bogln reeding you. 

literary and aoholarly tholrory aro not roally uniroroal—It's Just that 

vhon ono doals with so nany student*, that cne is not surprised to find th-> 

scholarly world doing tho sane thing* It is shocking in ono sense: and in an- 

other it is not. I an still A believer In Original Sin, and tho corruption 

of nan. But, with St. Augustin*, I think that all asa aro liars but that or.* 

should noitbor love tbea nor shun then the loss* And SOB* asa are anoh weaker 

than othere; and we all have our own weaknesses. I simply grow up in an atrncs- 

phore at Tulan# that bollovad In hbussty and in integrity and in honor. Bat 

tho students, oven at Loyola, don't believe in that. Virtue, it soons, is orly 

saao thing to parade if and whan it adds to your bank aooount or to your sts • «. 

Morality is equated with keeping year panto sipped. Maybe I an guilty of more* 

superiority, though that is a Joke. I Just cannot equate Morality with a tippe 

up fly. 

On Mi Oswald la Mow Orleans—it is the editor's Job to asks corrections,. 

Canyon should hare done that. Or—they should have had someone go over the 

pall07 sheets with you. That ia not your fault as much as it is theirs. But * 

that la pedantry. When I re-read it, I think it Is s much better Job—aft* • 

'eading Whitewash I. II. Anyway, it Is olose to 2 AM, and I have a lecture •. 

go over for this morning: I hope I either sea you or hoar from you soon. I'm 

■sine to whip this over to the P.O. so that it gets out with the 5*30 cmll. 

Sincerely 

John joerg 


